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(A statement made by Arthur L. White in response to inquiries 
addressed to the office of the Ellen G. White Estate.)SUS 7.7 


You have asked certain questions concerning Elder Uriah Smith. It 
would seem that there has come to your attention certain 
statements from Ellen White’s pen making reference to Elder 
Smith’s negative attitude toward Ellen White and her message. This 
is being used to discount the whole work which was done by Elder 
Smith and the value of his book, Thoughts on Daniel and the 
Revelation, which has had such a wide circulation and 
accomplished so much good.SUS 1.2 


You refer to the testimony that was sent to Elder Smith and you 
inquire also about the dependence we can place on his work. Elder 
Smith entered our work in the very early years. He was twenty-one 
years of age when he joined Elder White in Rochester, New York. 
His first work was operating the hand press. Then he soon became 
editor of the Review and Herald. Through the years he held many 
responsible positions. He served as the first secretary of the 
General Conference. He was the first Bible teacher in our first 
college. He was a tower of strength. But Elder Smith was human. 
There were times in his experience when he made mistakes. There 
were times in his experience when he wrestled with problems that 
had to do with his relationship to the Spirit of prophecy, and it was 
at just such a time that the testimony to which you make reference 
was written.SUS 7.3 


In the year 1882 a pamphlet of eighty-four pages was published 
entitled, “Testimonies for the Battle Creek Church.” In a note to the 
reader introducing this, we find the statement: “The following pages 
contain instruction, warning and admonition of special importance to 
the Battle Creek Church at the present crisis.” Some portions of this 
pamphlet, in fact the larger part of it, have appeared in Testimonies 
for the Church, Volume 5, in articles entitled, “Our College,” 
beginning on page 21, “Important Testimony,” beginning on page 
45, “The Testimonies Slighted,” page 62, and “The Workers in Our 
College,” beginning on page 84. Inasmuch as portions of this 
material deal more particularly with the situation at Battle Creek and 
personalities there, certain individuals are named, and this more 
personal portion of the pamphlet Ellen White did not include in 





Testimonies, Volume 5. The reasons are obvious.SUS 7.4 


Now, about the statement concerning Elder Smith. The statements 
to which you have made reference are found in the pamphlet on 
pages 42 and 43 in the chapter entitled, “The Testimonies 
Rejected.” | will quote the fuller setting that you may see just what 
Ellen White did write:SUS 1.5 


“The minds of many have been so darkened and confused by 
worldly customs, worldly practices, and worldly influences, that all 
power to discriminate between light and darkness, truth and error, 
seems destroyed. | had little hope that my words would be 
understood, but when the Lord moved upon me so decidedly | 
would not resist His Spirit. Knowing that you were involving 
yourselves in the snares of Satan, | felt that the danger was too 
great for me to keep silent. Hence | wrote to you as | did; but Eld. 
Smith felt at liberty to withhold the testimony from the church for 
weeks, If God was leading him and those who united with him and 
counseled him in this act, he was not leading me; the burden which 
moved me to write was a false burden, imposed by another 
spirit. SUS 71.6 


“Further than this, Eld. Smith questioned the propriety of bringing 
the testimony before the church at all. Thus he takes the 
responsibility of standing between God’s word of reproof and the 
people. | committed the matter to Elder Smith as an officer of the 
church. But in consideration of my past position in this work, in 
consideration of the connection God has been pleased to give me 
with his cause from its very rise, was it the prerogative of Eld.Smith, 
or of those whom he took into his counsel, to even question this 
matter? Shall he sit in judgment upon my work, or on my letters of 
warning of the church? This man, who has so long avoided 
disagreeable responsibility; who has let matters drift whichever way 
they were disposed to go, rather than brace himself for duty, and 
with moral courage reprove and rebuke wrong; who has shunned 
so many duties belonging to him in his position of trust—has now 
ventured to act in a new character, and to assume responsibilities 
which God hath not given him. He has placed himself and his 
influence in direct opposition to my work, so that | cannot reach the 
people to impress upon them the testimonies which God has given 





me. And there are others equally blinded, who will follow in this 
path.SUS 1.7 


“For years the Lord has been presenting the situation of the church 
before you. Again and again reproofs and warnings have been 
given.”SUS 2.1 


On succeeding pages there were also some reference to Elder 
Smith along the same line, but they add little to the actual thought 
presented. So | shall not make detailed reference to this.SUS 2.2 


There are some who would take this testimony to Elder Smith in 
such a way as to discount all of his work and discredit that which he 
accomplished in the later years of his life. This is a most unfair and 
unrighteous use to make of such information. We must never 
overlook the fact that the very reason for giving a testimony of 
reproof was to bring about a change. Writing to a young lady who 
was guilty of a very sinful course of action, Ellen White said:SUS 
203 


“| do not consider your case hopeless; if | did, my pen would not be 
tracing these lines.” — Testimonies for the Church 2:562.SUS 2.4 


In the year 1890 Ellen White, speaking of Elder Smith’s experience, 
said:SUS 2.5 


“The Lord has seen fit to counsel Elder Smith, to give him words of 
reproof because he had erred; but is this an evidence that God has 
forsaken him?—No. ‘As many as | love | rebuke and chasten. Be 
zealous therefore, and repent’ (Revelation 3:19). The Lord reproves 
wrongs in His people, but is this an evidence that He has rejected 
them?—No.” —Letier 11, 1890, quoted in Selected Messages 
2:81.SUS 2.6 


In 1891 Sister White referred to the confession of Elder Smith, his 
acceptance of the testimonies, and speaks of him falling on the rock 
and being broken.SUS 2.7 


Another very interesting fact which demonstrates Ellen White’s 
confidence in Elder Smith is that he was asked to prepare a 
statement which should serve as the introduction to her very 





important book, Patriarchs and Prophets published in 1890. Elder 
Smith prepared a very fine statement defending the Spirit of 
prophecy and setting it before the general public. It has appeared in 
the book from 1890 to the present. Surely Ellen White would not 
have turned to Elder Smith for this important work if she had lost 
confidence in him.SUS 2.8 


In 1892, two years later, while Sister White was in Australia, she 
sent Elder Smith documents from her pen asking him to exercise 
his judgment as to what should come before the people in print. 
She pointed out that he was close to the situation in the United 
States and would understand what would be of most service, and 
indicated her confidence by saying, “Your judgment is evidently in 
harmony with what is best.” Surely this indicates Ellen White’s 
strong confidence in the integrity of Elder Smith, even though there 
were times when messages of reproof were addressed to him. Ten 
years later, in 1902, and just a year before Elder Smith died, Sister 
White touchingly wrote of Elder Smith as follows:SUS 2.9 


“Elder Smith was connected with us at the beginning of the 
publishing work. He labored in connection with my husband. We 
hope always to see his name in the Review and Herald at the head 
of the list of editors; for thus it should be. Those who began the 
work, who fought bravely when the battle went so hard, must not 
lose their hold now. They are to be honored by those who entered 
the work after the hardest privation had been borne.SUS 3.7 


“| feel very tender toward Elder Smith. My life-interest in the 
publishing work is bound up with his. He came to us as a young 
man, possessing talents that qualified him to stand in his lot and 
place as an editor. How | rejoice as | read his article in the 
Review—so excellent, so full of spiritual truth. | thank God for them. 
| feel a strong sympathy for Elder Smith, and | believe that his name 
should always appear in the Review as the name of the leading 
editor. Thus God would have it. When, some years ago, his name 
was placed second, | felt hurt. When it was again placed first, | 
wept, and said, “Thank God.” May it always be there, as God 
designs it shall be, while Elder Smith’s right hand can hold a pen. 
And when the power of his hand fails, let his sons write at his 
dictation.” — Letter 47, 1902.SUS 3.2 





It may be stated that it is disturbing to those who know the facts to 
find individuals today who, when they learn that a message of 
reproof was sent to a certain man, are inclined to disparage the 
man and lose confidence in his work and in his experience. This is 
not right. All of us make mistakes. If a man makes a mistake, can 
see his error, and makes confession and makes wrong right, and 
picks himself up, and goes on in the way the Lord would have him 
go, it is positively wrong to take testimonies sent to him at an earlier 
date and use them in a way to destroy confidence in the integrity of 
his experience.SUS 3.3 


All this makes it clear why Ellen White could not put into print in her 
books for general circulation personal testimonies addressed to 
individual workers revealing their identity and pointing out wrongs in 
their experience.SUS 3.4 


There is another exhibit which we wish to call to your attention in 
this connection. In the year 1887, and this was five years after her 
testimony was sent to Elder Smith to which we made reference, 
Elder Smith wrote for the Review and Herald a little article entitled, 
“The Weight of Evidence,” in which he recounts his own experience 
of wavering confidence in the Spirit of prophecy. We reproduce it 
here:SUS 3.5 





The Weight of Evidence 


By Uriah Smith 


“Considerable handle, | understand, is being made in some 
directions, of the fact that the editor of the Review has been 
troubled over the question of the visions, has been unsound on that 
question, and at one time came very near giving them up. It strikes 
me that this is quite a small amount of capital to work up much of a 
trade on—‘“came very near giving them up’—but didn’t! | also at one 
time, came very near getting run over by the cars, and rolled into 
jelly; but | didn’t, and so continue to this day. Some have met just 
such a catastrophe. The difference between them and myself is that 
they did, and | didn’t. Some have given up the visions. The 
difference between them and myself is the same—they did, and | 
didn't.SUS 3.6 


“Just how near | ever did come to giving them up, | am willing any 
one should know who wishes to know, if it can be determined. 
Perhaps | have not come so near as some suppose; perhaps not so 
near as | have supposed myself. That | have had, in my experience, 
occasional periods of trial, | do not deny. There have been times 
when circumstances seemed very perplexing; when the way to 
harmonize apparently conflicting views, did not at once appear. And 
under what have seemed, for the time, strong provocations to 
withdraw from the work, | have canvassed the question how far this 
could reasonably be done, or how much of this work could 
consistently be surrendered. | have pondered the question whether 
this point was not inconsistent, or that absurd, or the other out of 
harmony with reason and revelation; and whether this feature ought 
not to be readjusted, or the other set aside entirely. All this ground | 
have gone over as thoroughly as any one of no more ability than 
myself could go, and so candidly as any one in as much darkness 
as | was in, would be likely to maintain. But the weight of evidence 
has never in my mind balanced on the side of surrender.SUS 4.7 


“This | can say, that never, since | became fully acquainted with that 
system which we denominate “the present truth,” so as to 
comprehend it in its sublime proportions, its divine harmony, and its 
inseparable connections, have | had the least shadow of misgiving 





as to its truthfulness in its fundamental principles, and its stability 
and final triumph, as the work of God. It is evident, also, that this 
work before its close must present the fulfillment of the prophecy of 
Joel, and some prophecies of the book of Revelation. And to 
whatever degree | may have persuaded myself that this cause 
might have been so far developed without this feature which we call 
the gift of prophecy, it was only to look for something of the kind to 
appear in the future; for without this, it would lack one of the tests of 
being the work of the last generation.SUS 4.2 


“This was not the phase of the question, however, with which we 
had to deal. For here was a manifestation which had been 
interwoven with this cause from its very commencement; and the 
idea of separating this feature from it now, in the present stage of 
the work, is very different from the question of how things might 
have been if no such feature had yet been connected with it. A little 
reflection is sufficient to show that the message, and this which 
purports to be one of the gifts of the Spirit which has accompanied 
it, cannot be separated.SUS 4.3 


“Well, then, says one, the absurdity of this part of the work is 
sufficient to overthrow the other. To which | reply, No; for the 
strength of the other part is sufficient to hold a person from giving 
up this. And this has been the position | have occupied. And so 
whatever doubts and perplexities | have had, | have in reality come 
just as near giving up the visions as | have of surrendering other 
parts of the message from which this could not be separated and 
respecting which | have never had a misgiving.SUS 4.4 


“It has never seemed to me the part of wisdom to fix the mind upon 
any one point to the exclusion of all the rest, and let a difficulty there 
distract the view from everything else, and override every other 
consideration, and then because everything was not clear right at 
that point, to make an impulsive and rash plunge which would lead 
to the surrender of other points which one did not anticipate, and 
which he did not desire to surrender. It has seemed to me the better 
way to consider the question in all its bearings, note the effects 
which would be produced, take in the consequences, and not make 
a move till one was prepared to accept the results which it was 
foreseen would probably or inevitably follow. Upon this principle | 





have tried to act. And | have never seen the time when | was willing 
to accept the results of a denial of the position and calling of Sister 
White in connection with this cause, and hence have never seen 
the time when | have said by word of mouth, or come to a decision 
in my own heart, that her visions were not the operation of the Spirit 
of God.SUS 4.5 


“Of admonitions and reproof | have needed my full share; and 
whenever anything of this nature has come which | could not 
understand, or circumstances have arisen which seemed 
inexplicable, | have been content to wait, Knowing that the 
foundation of God standeth sure, to see what solution of the 
difficulties a little time would accomplish. The beautiful sentiment of 
the hymn has often come to my mind both as a caution and 
prophecy:—SUS 5.1 


“Soon shall our doubts and fears All yield to Thy control; Thy tender 
mercies shall illume The midnight of the soul.”SUS 5.2 


“A general in battle does not despair of his army while the center 
stands firm. The wings my waver; there may be some confusion on 
the outskirts; but while the center holds, the battle is not lost. So 
with the present truth; so long as the main pillars remain unshaken, 
it is folly to leave the building as if it was about to fall. SUS 5.3 


“Some of our brethren, | understand, who do not indorse the 
visions, knowing that | have questioned the arguments based on 
some scriptures in their behalf (only one or two, however), have 
thought me hypocritical because | did not come out and controvert 
in the Review what | considered the wrong application. The answer, 
in general, will be found in the principles stated above. | wish to see 
how a question is to be settled as a whole, before entering upon an 
aimless agitation of any of its parts, or an effort to sow doubt or 
distrust thereon. If the time should ever come when | could not 
sincerely and joyfully entertain and seek to maintain the views of 
this people, and | should chance then to have a position upon the 
paper, their proper representatives would be notified at once to 
seek some one to manage their organ who could do so in harmony 
with their views. And if any one supposes that | would, under those 
circumstances, take advantage of my position to publish views 
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contrary to the established faith of the body, or calculated to throw 
doubt or confusion upon any of their cherished points of faith, they 
greatly mistake my estimate of what would be honest or honorable. 
Whatever | should have to say in that direction, would be said only 
by the permission of those authorized to grant it, or through some 
channel provided for the purpose.SUS 5.4 


“Relative to my present position, | can say that everything seems 
clear and satisfactory to my own mind. | do not know that | could 
make it appear so to others, though | should be willing to try under 
proper circumstances; but my convictions, so far as my own case is 
concerned, are of course sufficient. | do not anticipate any severer 
tests in time to come than have already been met and surmounted. 
Hence | consider myself now more firmly established than ever 
before in reference to every feature of this work. | do not, of course, 
presume to say what further experiences and discipline may be 
necessary to test the sincerity of my profession and the strength of 
my devotion to what | believe to be the cause of God. But my steps 
are onward with a firm trust for grace sufficient for my day, and for a 
way of escape on the right side of the slough of despond, out of 
every supposable period of temptation and trial. SUS 5.5 


“The reader will pardon this lengthy, and to me distasteful, allusion 
to my own personal matters. | have made it for reasons stated at 
the beginning.” -(Under title of “Personal”) The Review and Herald 
Extra, November 22, 1887.SUS 6.7 
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Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation 


| come now to another phase of this question, and that is Ellen 
White’s attitude toward the book, Thoughts on Daniel and the 
Revelation. There have been those among us who have 
endeavored to maintain that the book was inspired. They have 
based their statement on the words which were penned by one of 
our early workers. The facts in the case, however, do not sustain 
the idea that there is inspiration in the work of Elder Smith in the 
sense in which we think of the inspiration of a prophet. Undoubtedly 
the angel stood by his side as he penned the important truths for 
the two books which were later combined into one. Be that as it 
may, Ellen White ever held the book, Thoughts on Daniel and the 
Revelation, in the highest esteem. This is seen from the quotations 
which follow:SUS 6.2 


“The light given was that Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, 
The Great Controversy, and Patriarchs and Prophets would make 
their way. They contain the very message the people must have, 
the special light God had given his people. The angels of God 
would prepare the way for these books in the hearts of the 
people.”—E. G. White Letter 43, 1899. (Published in The Colporteur 
Evangelist, 21)SUS 6.3 


“| consider that that book (Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation) 
should go everywhere. It has its place and will do a grand, good 
work.”—E. G. White Letter 25a, 1889.SUS 6.4 


“Instruction has been given me that the important books containing 
the light that God has given regarding Satan’s apostasy in heaven 
should be given a wide circulation just now; for through them the 
truth will reach many minds. Patriarchs and Prophets, Daniel and 
the Revelation, and The Great Controversy, are now needed as 
never before. They should be widely circulated because the truths 
they emphasize will open many blind eyes.,—The Review and 
Herald, February 16, 1905. (Republished in The Colporteur 
Evangelist, 21)SUS 6.5 


You will observe that these statements were penned from the years 
1889 to the year 1905. Ellen White had occasion to write at length 
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in 1899 devoting an entire manuscript to the book, Thoughts on 
Daniel and the Revelation. This was written from Sunnyside in 
Australia. We are sending these commendable words to you with 
this. It was her statement, as it appears in this document, that 
Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation would do its work as long as 
probationary time should last that led to a revival of the book and to 
its current use today. Ellen White places, as you have observed, 
Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, with her books, Patriarchs 
and Prophets and Great Controversy, as a book which contains the 
truths for these times.SUS 6.6 


Now, we do not understand this to mean that in every minor point 
presented in Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation Elder Uriah 
Smith held the only true and correct view. He dealt with the great 
basic truths in which we all agree and see clearly, and when he 
took up a verse-by-verse exposition he had to deal with a lot of 
prophecies on which the denomination had never taken any 
position, especially as they relate to predicted prophecies. He 
studied faithfully, he prayed earnestly, he sought counsel of his 
brethren, and did the best he could in dealing with these points, and 
the result was a book which has been a great service to this 
denomination and has led many hundreds of people to the light of 
the truth.SUS 6.7 


| trust that this information will answer the questions which have 
been raised concerning Elder Smith.SUS 7.7 


Ellen G White Estate, Inc. 
Washington, D. C. 
March, 1962 
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